Summer of Hope 2020

Overview
Six years ago, we blocked off the street and ran our first program
on the block: a day camp for children to play without fear.
Neighbors and volunteers came together to co-create what
would become Summer of Hope. Seven years later, our vision and
commitment to our children remains stronger than ever: we are
commited to our children growing up and growing whole.
This year’s Summer of Hope might look a little different than
previous years, but our pillars of community, connection,
creativity and Black Excellence are unshakeable.

Structure
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 weeks
Monday - Thursday: 10am-2pm
24 campers split into 3 groups
Campers age range: 6-12 years old
1:2 adult ratio
Theme: Creating in Community

Map of Peace Campus
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1. Peace Garden
2. Peace House
3. Wellness House
4. Healing Justice Court
5. Nature Play Lot

Health & Safety
Keeping our campers safe and healthy is our utmost priority, and
we will be taking the following precautions:
• All staff members will monitor themselves daily for COVID-19
related symptoms and practice CDC-identified safety
precautions in their personal lives.
• Staff will be regularly wiping down surfaces (desks, chairs,
bathroom stations) and items (hand sanitizer dispensers, water
containers, other regularly used camper/activity items) in tents,
and holding co-staff and self accountable to the tasks delegated
to each person.
• Campers will have their temperatures taken daily and wear their
masks at all times throughout the day, unless they are drinking
water, eating, or have been instructed to remove them for
designated, socially distanced occasions.
• Groups will be created based on household and proximity to
each other, as to ensure the least risk of wide-spread exposure
possible.
• Weekly check-in call to families to see how they’re doing

Weekly Curriculum
Week 1: Look

Week 2: Listen

Week 3: Move

Campers will learn about different Black visual
artists and be artists themselves! Our activities
for the week will include: decorating tent spaces
and personal items, painting and drawing,
tie-dyeing, and beginning a neighborhood
photography project that will last through the
course of their six weeks with us.

Campers will learn about Black musicians and
practice music with local artists! Our featured
activities for the week will include lessons with
instruments like the drums and recorders,
rapping, and songwriting. Throughout the week,
campers will have an opportunity to both listen
to and perform music.

Campers will explore forms of movement like
dance, yoga, and various athletic sports and
welcome members of Chicago’s sports (Go
Bears!) and yoga communities to come share in
our experience. All the while, we will highlight
powerful, inspiring Black movers and shakers
along the way!

Week 4: Breathe

Week 5: Write

Week 6: Share

Campers will explore what healing means and
the different ways communities of Black folks
across the world choose to do it. To do so, we
will return to our previous activities with music,
art, and yoga, as well as new activities like
meditation and storytelling.

Campers will play with words and all of the ways
they can be mished and mashed together. We
will highlight the Black voices of this generation
and last, all the while raising our campers’
voices up as beacons for the next generation.
We will explore words in the forms of stories and
written/slam poetry, songwriting, and more.

Our final week will be a culmination of all we
have done together, and a celebration of the
small community we have built together and
the larger community we live within. In this
week, we will prioritize activities in which
campers will be able to embody and share their
own Black excellence.

Budget
Staff Training & Onboarding

$700

Program Staff and Stipends

$21,000

Program Supplies (including
renting tents, port-o-potties,
washing stations, desks, etc)
Program Subscriptions (for
impact measurement)

$15,000

Program Food

$10,000

Child Transportation Support

$3,200

Total 5000 Program Costs

$52,400

$2,500

FUND BLACK FUTURES

visit igrowchicago.org/summerofhope for more information

