
M I S S I O N V I S I O N
A world where love lives in public.The mission of I Grow Chicago is to grow Englewood 

from surviving to thriving through community 
connection, skill building, and opportunity. 

All our programs work to combat the traumatic effects of 
violence and poverty. Through our multi-pronged approach, 
we create thriving individuals and communities. 

I Grow Chicago started in the streets, is supported by the 
streets, and is transforming the streets. We are creating a 
culture of hope in Englewood, where a community is ready to 
make a difference for themselves, their neighbors, and their 
children. We engage and employ residents to build their vision 
of their community and collaboratively work together to lead 
our fi ve service areas: 

• Mentorship and skill building

• Restorative justice and community building

• Yoga and mindfulness

• Creative expression

• Sustainability and urban farming

O U R  M O D E L
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In April 2014, I Grow Chicago opened the Peace House, a previously abandoned home in West Englewood 
transformed into a community gathering space. The rehabilitation of the house has created economic opportunity, 
job and life skills training, and a new sense of hope for residents. Our Peace House in West Englewood now 
provides intergenerational programs that foster wellness and empowerment for all. 

O U R  P E A C E  H O U S E

SURVIVE TO THRIVE engages community members 
comprehensively to identify and break down barriers 
preventing them from being successful in life. This 
program is completely customized to self-defi ned needs 
and goals. We provide bus cards and transportation, 
school and work uniforms, resume and interview 
assistance, school books, stipends for GED and college 
programs, employment opportunities, and more.

LIFE AFTER SCHOOL allows 
children to decompress and relax 
after school in a supportive 
environment. This program 
includes games, yoga and 
mindfulness, creative playtime, a 
healthy snack, and homework help.

SUMMER OF HOPE YOUTH PROGRAM creates 
opportunity for play-based learning, creative 
expression, leadership development, and yoga for 
youth ages 5–12. The six-week program promotes social 
awareness and community building, empowering youth 
with knowledge, tools, and confi dence to achieve their 
fullest potential. The program includes daily yoga and 
mindfulness, art activities, two meals per day, and 
weekly fi eld trips outside of Englewood, creating space 
for kids to be kids.

POLICE-COMMUNITY 
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
facilitates discussion and healing 
between community members and 
police utilizing restorative justice 
practices. Through monthly peace 
circles, community dinners, and 
meetings, this programs allows us 
all to see each other as what we 
really are—humans.

COMMUNITY BUILDING 
EVENTS connect communities 
and people of all ages so we 
can share and grow together. 
Monthly events include holiday 
celebrations, educational 
workshops, and community meals.

T O P  P R O G R A M S
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“Kids can walk on this block now.”
— Noah, Englewood resident

 EMPLOYMENT
• Per-capita income: $10,559

• Households below poverty 
level: 32.3%

• Unemployment rate: 34.7%

• No high school diploma: 30.3% 

 SAFETY
• Second most violent 

community in Chicago

• Of Chicago’s 4,379 shootings 
in 2016, Englewood accounted 
for 441 of them (10%)

• Population ever arrested: 
Male 59%  Female 16%

• Felt unsafe alone in 
neighborhood in the daytime: 
Male 30%  Female 39%

• Felt unsafe alone in 
neighborhood in the nighttime: 
Male 46%  Female 47%

 HUNGER
• West Englewood has the second 

highest food insecurity rate 
and lowest income per capita

• Hunger Insecure residents: 48%

• Used emergency food resources 
in the past year: 44%

• Received Food Stamp Benefi ts 
in the past year: 73%

 

 

 

 Poverty and lack of 
opportunity lead to 
violence, trauma, and 
collective hopelessness.

W E S T  E N G L E W O O D,  6 0 6 3 6
POPULATION: 35,000
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• Served more than 24,000 meals to Englewood residents

• Provided over 2,000 coats to community residents

• Delivered 650 turkeys to community residents 

• Gifted over 3,500 Christmas presents to 
neighborhood families

• Taught yoga and mindfulness to 3,000 children

• Supplies thousands of household and personal 
hygiene supplies through community pantry for 
anyone in need

• Transformed 3 vacant lots into 3 community spaces 
(Peace Garden and a safe outdoor play area for children)

• Created 10 pieces of positive public art for the 
community

• Partnered with the city of Chicago to provide hundreds 
of summer jobs to the city’s youth, every summer from 
its inception in 2012

More than creating community in West Englewood, 
we are bridging the divide across Chicago. We have 
more than 30 community partners and hundreds of 
supporters in Chicago and beyond.

I  G R O W  C H I C A G O ’ S  I M PA C T  T O  D A T E  I N  N U M B E R S : 

“I Grow has become a centering and 
grounding force in a neighborhood 
that didn’t have one before.”
— Uday Joshi, Old Town School of Folk Music

As Seen On: CNN • Crain’s • Chicago Tribune • DNAinfo • 
WGN Radio • ABC 7 Chicago • Windy City Live • WGN TV

Media Contact: media@igrowchicago.org


